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Effects of Disaster Experiences on Middle School Students’
Higher-education Expectations and Aspirations
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ABSTRACT

Schools in areas affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake face difficulties arising from the realities of disaster
outcomes but are also seeking to meet the demands of the modern educational system. This study examined how middle
school students understand and experience the disaster and how their school life and their understanding of society are
affected by the disaster experience. The analysis revealed that, first, the subjective aspect of disaster experience is not only
strongly caused by the objective aspect of disaster experience but is also constructed partly apart from the objective
one. Second, the disaster experience was somewhat socially and collectively constructed along the line of municipality, and
the effects of disaster experience on student’s school life depend on whether one live in the area where disaster victims are
the majority or not. Third, disaster experience has different effects on students’ perception of the benefits of education,
along with their parents’ educational background. For students who have one or two parents with a higher education, the
effect is positive, whereas for students who do not have a parent with higher education, the effect is negative. The effects
of disaster on students are not always the same and depend on the social context of sociogeographical area and social
background.
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