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Change and Stability in the Underlying Consciousness of the Japanese:
A Comparison of Pre-and Post-Great Earthquake of Eastern Japan Using

a Comparative Experimental Survey in Tokyo Metropolitan Area

Havasm Fumi

Onsumt Noboru

In 2010, comparative experimental surveys (mail and Web) were carried out in
Tokyo metropolitan area, focusing on the theme of the underlying consciousness of
everyday life. We obtained the characteristics of the panel studies among Web survey
institutes such that Web survey, using a probability-based panel, was similar to that of
the mail survey, comparing Web survey, using the volunteer panel. To determine the
impact of the “Great Earthquake of Eastern Japan” in 2011, we paid attention to the
underlying consciousness, which results arose from a panel survey two years later
(i.e., 2012) using the same Web survey using a probability-based panel. The results
indicate that although the anxiety and apprehension from the nuclear power plant
accident increased a little, the larger change was the importance of family bonds. On
the other hand, simple religious feelings did not increase. We summarize these results
by outlining the conducted surveys.
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