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The practice of Japanese language classes on the Great East Japan Earthquake

- Aiming to foster democratic citizenship -
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This paper reports on the implementation of classes on the Great East Japan Earthquake, changes
observed in the students through their essays submitted before and after the classes. Specifically,
it reports on the practice of Japanese language classes on the Great East Japan Earthquake for
international students to discuss the significance of fostering “diverse people who can coexist”
and democratic citizenship, and the significance of the Great East Japan Earthquake as a theme
in Japanese language classes. This study suggests that Japanese language education must focus
not only on language skills but also on the ability to identify problems facing society and their
solutions; to think from different, especially vulnerable, perspectives; and to live with those
having different values. Such practices will foster democratic citizenship. This paper reports on
how the course was implemented and its effect on the advanced Japanese language learners.
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