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My “Campus Life” was not only spent teaching and taking part in extra-curricular activities...I also lived herel ‘; [
Yes, for 28 years my address was #HEAfG4  which was located inside the campus. My daily commute to ‘
work was about one minute and I never had to worry about traffic jams or nosey neighbours! I enjoyed the o,

beauty of the four seasons from my living-room windows, woke up with the birds and went to sleep to the

sound of racoon dogs. It was a very atypical Japanese urban existence.

I consider myself extremely fortunate to have had such wonderful facilities on my doorstep: a running track, tennis courts, a gym, a
50m pool and a ‘dojo. I used them with teachers and students from different clubs or by myself and, in addition, I spent quite a lot
of time in the university’s lodge in Sumikawa, Zao. When I arrived here in 1979 I expressed my interest in skiing and was quickly
welcomed into the “FRffAE family”. Under the instruction of different professors I was able to progress to the point where I could pass
on those skills to the students. Not satisfied with just skiing, I took up snowboarding and eventually was able to have my own group
of ‘boarders’ in Z&Il1% %%, In summer we went sailing and swimming in Shizugawa and Matsushima and throughout the year we
played tennis here on campus on Saturday afternoons, early mornings or at lunchtime.

My greatest connection was with the English Major students who invited me to quite a few parties every year, including my own
birthday party. On that day I reflected on how lucky I was to celebrate my birthday with approximately 30 people every year, present
and past students, and to receive wonderful presents from them.

My other connection was with the students from the swimming club. With them I travelled all over Tohoku to attend competitions,
they as competitors and me as supporter. We practised together in various indoor pools in Sendai as well as our own pool in the
warmer months. I always felt proud when people in those pools would ask me how many ‘new faces we had that year or what the
results had been, but my proudest moments were when we swam together as a relay team.

None of this would have been possible without the support and assistance of many people to whom I will always be indebted: the
administration and academic staff of MUE and of course the students. Being a foreigner can be difficult but I was made to feel welcome
by so many people and I would like to take this opportunity to say “Thank You' to all of them.
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