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Risk management in U.S. libraries : Plans and preparedness for various disasters

Abstract : After the 9/11 (September 11) attacks, risk management by academic libraries in the United
States developed quickly and now each library has practical and systematic plans appropriate for its
situation and its staff have been trained appropriately in ‘Emergency Preparedness.” University libraries
in Japan have also faced the need to develop more realistic risk management based on their experiences
with the Great East Japan Earthquake of 11 March 2011. The authors report on their survey on risk
management in the United States and suggest various projects for libraries based on the current state of
emergency preparedness and disaster recovery measures.

Keywords : risk management / disasters / disaster recovery / emergency preparedness / university

libraries / preservation / salvage / water damage / Japan Association of National University Libraries /
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