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Minamisanriku
in our hearts

Our fishermen have fished in the sea for countless generations with a strong
camaraderie, always cheering each other up and being in competition with
each other.

They have always pooled their knowledge in their cultivation of oysters, sea
squirts, and wakame seaweed.

In freezing winter, the songs of our children as they visit their neighbors'
houses on the beach can be heard as they are borne on the wind.

Pieces of white paper expressing good-luck adorn the Shinto altar placed in
each household. The Shinto altar's pure neat beauty matches well with the
spirit of a fishing village.

Summer

Big picture lanterns onboard fishing boats light up the night creating a
magical world of fantasy.

Once upon a time the ships came into Hachiman River and now the same
river is lit by lanterns

We sing and dance while celebrating and praying for a large catch of fish and
a bountiful harvest.

We overcame tsunami disasters in the Meiji and Showa eras.

Even when the tsunami caused great damage, we were able to rise up time
and again to return to our former lives.

We put together our heads and strength, never giving up. Always keeping a
smile on our faces, we rebuilt our town.

We have shown our children how to live our lives and they will follow in our
footsteps.

The mountains provide us with rice, beans, and apples. In anticipation of the
harvest season, the sounds of drums from the Harvest Festival echo
throughout the mountainside.

Everyone is excitedly awaiting the mikoshi portable shrine decked with
flowers and marchers dressed in colorful costumes.

Our fishermen plant trees in the mountains and cultivate the sea.

At the end of a long trip covering great distances, the salmon come all the
way back to the sea of Minamisanriku. Other sea creatures that call this sea
their home are the smooth lumpfish and Grant Sculpin, and a new type of
starfish.

You can actually feel the people, plants, and fish living together in harmony.
This indeed is Minamisanriku!

Memories of our town remain vivid in our hearts.
Will these memories someday fade? Such fears sometimes cross the back of
our minds.

We know the dangers as well as the bounties of nature.

This is why we are always humble because we realize that we are alive only
through the generosity of Mother Nature, in the same way our ancestors did.
Always believing in tomorrow, we will never give up.

If we walk together hand-in-hand, we can achieve anything. Our sea will
surely be blessed again.

Our town will surely become happy and vibrant again.

No matter what trials or tribulations we face in the future, we will tackle
them head on with a strength and vitality equal to the sea. We will create
new ties with people who visit this town and add their strength to ours.

The tide rises and the tide falls in an endless cycle.
With this in mind, we live in this town today, looking at the sea with pride in
our hearts.
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immediately after the disaster, and they restarted
their practice of the Shishiodori in the evacuation
center and were able to perform it for the whole
nation. Since the end of autumn, they have started
preparations to gather wakame seaweed and to
culture oysters.

"The sea was rejuvenated due to the tsunami," says
Mr. Muraoka. "The excellent growth of oysters and

wakame seaweed demonstrate this. Mother Nature

e M =EAYD Y a,

nurtures all creatures. If these favorable conditions
keep up, we will be able to market high quality
oysters and wakame seaweed. This means that if this
new natural cycle continues, our blessings from the

sea will last forever."

"We want to leave this wealth of nature to our
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children. Nature's blessings are invaluable treasures

that will enrich our future."

. The president of Marusen Shokuhin Co., Ltd., Hiroaki
< O) /\ % Miura lost his shop in the massive tsunami. The shop
had just opened at the Osakanadori street in Shizugawa.
. All that remained was his debt for the shop. The scenery
P UATETN = B A mazioresnn faomm

that stretched out in front of him made him imagine
Minamisanriku as it might have appeared in ancient
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beautiful sea.
This is why Mr. Miura thinks that cooperation between
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More than 600 hundred years ago, Daioji Temple was founded by
Fujiwara no Takahira who is the son of Fujiwara no Hidehira, the third
lord of the Fujiwara Family and the leader who made Hiraizumi (World
Heritage site) a prosperous area. The vivid and beautiful scenes from
nature drawn on the ceiling have not faded even after long years, and
captivate those who see it into the peaceful world of Gokuraku-jodo,
the Pure Land where Buddha resides.

Kojin Kojima, a priest at the temple, offers words of support to the
townspeople. "Survivors of the disaster must be thankful that they
live by the grace of others and pray for the souls of the victims who lost
their lives.

For many long years, no less than 80 beautiful cedar trees were lined in
a stately row on the approach to the Taiyuji Temple, reflecting the
dignity of this ancient historic temple. However, 60 of these noble trees
were washed away by the massive tsunami. Those that survived were
damaged by seawater and had to be cut down. Mr. Kojima is the
Principal of the temple kindergarten, and he plans to rebuild the
building of the kindergarten using these trees. The cedars have
protected the temple from wind and rain for hundreds of years and
these trees, in another form, will continue to protect the children who
will be the future of Minamisanriku. When he thinks about this, he
feels a surge of gratitude toward these trees and is overwhelmed by a

flood of emotions.
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Mr. Yoshinori Oikawa, the president of a marine
products company, opened a store in Fukko Shotengai
shopping mall in Isatomae, Utatsu district for the first
time. In the past, his company had mainly dealt with
marine products from fish caught off the shores of
Minamisanriku. But now he is producing new products
and meeting new people. He discovers something new
and unique every day. Mr. Oikawa stays optimistic and
believes this adversity may be his chance to turn his life
around to something positive.

In order to restart the company, he had to get the
producers back on their feet. Mr. Oikawa visited
fisherman's houses and continuously communicated
with them to encourage them." Occasionally, he would
tell a white lie such as "They say that wakame seaweed
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harvesting has begun on the next beach” to "light a fire"
under the fishermen so that they would be motivated to
take action.

Mr. Oikawa continues, "Now the sea is in excellent
condition. We will no longer implement high stocking
densities of marine life as we did before. Now is the
time that all of us involved in the fisheries of
Minamisanriku must join hands to enhance the quality
of our marine products."

Since the disaster, the sea can be clearly seen from his
store in Isatomae. The townspeople gather there and
view the sea with affection and devotion. Mr. Oikawa
reflects, “We must cherish our ties to the riches of the
sea and the people of the area, and this magnificent

scenery.”
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"Kiriko" are pieces of paper in the shape of good luck charms
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that adorn Shinto altars in households in Minamisanriku. They
are gorgeous and beautiful. In the shrine office which barely
survived the tsunami, Sukeyoshi Kudo, the chief priest of the
Kaminoyama Hachimangu Shrine in the Shizugawa district and
His daughter Mayumi made "Gogyoka" (five-line-poem) poems
and picture-card shows about her experience with the tsunami
In the hearts of people who are sad that they have lost
everything, a treasure called "MEMORIES" is still alive. "The

his son Shoetsu, began to create "Kiriko" again.

when she was at the evacuation center.

way to save posterity 1,000 years into the future is to convey to

future generations the memories in our hearts and our

HES X ADHTHR P

MBEDH 72y &0,

experience with the massive tsunami," Mayumi says. "Right
now we need to be long-sighted. Although what we can do is
limited, I wish to live with the memories of all those who died
and loved this town. We have not lost everything. Wealth is
something that accumulates within our hearts, and this 'spiritual

affluence' is what supports us."
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to offer the same quality of service as before. I would

On a street lined with minshuku (Japanese-style Bed

naturally like to please those who visit here." With this

and Breakfast) facing the Sodegahama fishing port

strong will, Mr. Sugawara decided to reopen.

where picturesque white ships float on the blue sea, the

He added, "This is the spirit of Minamisanriku. Now is

family of Choya Sugawara ran "Shitamichiso".

the time to show it. I hope my family's efforts will

Although the family decided to rebuild Shitamichiso,

encourage someone else."

they wondered and worried about whether opening their

He describes his actions since he made his decision.

minshuku again was a good idea when so many of their

On a hill commanding a panoramic view of the sea, the

neighbors were still going through difficult times. They

new Shitamichiso was able to open with the help of

were also worried that visitors would not come to

many people."

Minamisanriku where nearly everything was destroyed

Mr. Sugawara says, “So far I have lived my life for

by the tsunami.

myself. But in recent days, I feel that I would like to

Mr. Sugawara thought, "But in order to revitalize our

live my life for others in the future.”

town, we have to attract people. To do that, we cannot

think of ourselves as victims of a stricken arca. We have
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